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o CARIBREAN CURRENTS, Volume Five, Number Two, This
newsletter is edited by INFOTERRAJUSA in its capacity as the
Regional Service Centre {R3C) for INFOTERRA Natanal Focal Paints
[MEPs) in the English ard French-speaking Canbhean. Although the
CURRENTE is assembled at INFOTERRA/USA, tlie content belongs to

© you, the readers.  You arz encouraged o send in any guesiions,
comments, problems, or interesting issues relevant to the Region {or
inclusion in the CURRENTS.  Please see the OGuidelines lor
Contributions on page ¢ for more information.

Fach izsue will featutre a Directory of MFPz in the Eegion so that
anvone with internationa enviranmentis] guestions can contact ther
nearest resource, Please leel fTee to vontact one another as well as

yvour RBC for aasistannoe ar mateaals.

Pleaze don't hesitate o0 share (ARBBEAN CURRENTS with your
friends and cellcagues, and to make copies as necded, The Currents
gshould serve as an informational forum for Anyone whe hves, works,
ar 14 imvelved in environmental issues in the hoglish and French-
speaking Caribbesn Region.

ELQ-TOHIRISM

Thiz issug's lopec is seo-toursm. As travehers cxplors (he muocal atercliens of the developing, wanlld,
they may eoniribute 10 "sustainable development." which mens developmcni that "nises the teeds of the
present without eompremising the ability of fulun: geserations 10 mocl Thaeirs” (1987 Brundcand
Commissian) O, Lourssm can dieige 1he natural ceslogy

The wost 1z5me af CARKIBBEAN CHRRENTS will look ar chldren's health Throwwhewt e world.
chuldren faee significant threats From an array of civiranmental hazards. EPA Tas iecemtly ostablished a
new Office af Children's Jealth Protection. and 15 <alling intemationad ateaton (o the issne by malkang it 2
crenwerpicee al the upeanise medng of Environment Minisiers o G-7 countrics

I wan have any comiments on this wpic. o7 woak] like i contribule o short sencle o bave o resnarees
guids te shan:, please submit vour concribution following e gudelmes an page 4 Please feel free o
fave, werite to, ar call (e BSE with amy quastiong or enmments vou bizve, Share infarmation v haee 2ikd
v wll inglude e in the nestur o future tesu of CLUREENTS Thank yau far vanr assistancy



ECO-TOURISM -
Benefits. Drawhacks and the Need for 2 Comprehemsive Flan

Eco=touriaw or "nature iounism’ can be defined &3 traveling to relatively undisturied natural arcas o
study, ohserve or adniine ad cnjoy the scencry, wildlife and plants mdigenous 1o the arca. The acLivity
can rmge fom o simple hike to claboratcly anvatged, pre-packaged tours available from prvate
companies speciplizing in this wpe of tounsm  Eco-tourism has rapidly cxpanded from being o sampic
habby for & fow intorssted people. to an activity of increasing, popaularity. Some countries. swch as
Kenva, have a lune Iistors of atcracting tourists W their profecied arcas, while athrs arg st beginaing
1z explor: the: aren of cco-tourism including its boncfils and drawbacks.

Eco-tounam of coarse has belh posicive and nepative aspects  On the positive side. expanding the eco-
tounsm markel cun provide 9 powerful incontive wo profegt those ancas hal might othzrwise not b
prowected.  Singe eco-taunsm can pencrate lots of revenue, it makies SCEC tn protoct and progon
arcas and eneourage toorisls 1o visil again and again. Beo-lourism can serve as a way ta espand Lhe
lpcal cconomy, bringing moasy and pobie, 35 well as bencfiting ocal comservation cfforts To
conservalioniss, sog-lourism provides an opportumity to increase Tumding For pact poted] areas even 1
the face of govroment funding cutbacks et another benefit of soo-tourtsm s the raising of

s Arcness amnnyg people of e imponiane: nf conscreing and predesting natural arcas fae themselvas,
anil fururc genemlions

O the nepative sige, eco-aurism can be an sasable source of revenue, Bad weather. pelibcal unrest
artd the rise and Fll of zurreney valuss can Al eanse o docrease in fevene Bocause the business of
toursm 15 alsa scsonal nosawe. Bus could resalt in aestable goho markets and 2 decisss o revenee al
cermn tiees of the vear, gakvcely offocting busmesses whae rely hoavily on waa-terism dollars, e
anotlver wegalive aspect 5 1op muvh success” Arcas thal booome: 100 crowded or overpopulied may
aciually expericncy an smeitonmental hackslide. The vory areas that are meanl @ protocted e wp
in warse envirommental shape than before. 10 is impartant to keep an vie o the ceolngical smpact
tourism is having an 3 protecied ana to detenmieg how much s oo much The nate plast and animat
lfis peods o b monitaeed for adweerse effegis

Barapse of these pusitive and gegative aspects, the importae: of @ woetl-deweloped cco-tonnsm plan
caniot be pverlookad . Theae s nar aae “perfoct” siratepy.  Each countre must develop its mam plan
and decide what arse W open up © ven-taurism, 2 those where it should nawam restrieted  The
henchis vs. the costs must be carcfully sammed  Those who ane imealved movzo-luunsm statcey
development hocd o phan for onespoelod eegumences thal can have & pegalive impact on thy industre.
Thi wwplvement of smeernment affizials, conservationists, pack managers and el mdysery
repprosentabives will aflow for the development of 4 enhesive strateey which mkes i sccount he
ppinians and weas of 3El these sectors. ldeally . members of vach of these areneps shauld fom an wen-
Ipursm bord. whoss missen is 1 develop angd implemenn the voo-tonrnam stmlsee. Exampaes of
countrics wha have faomed sieh a board include Ecuador {Fundacion Ecuaroriana d: £ romaocion
Tunstigat, Belize {Belize Eco-tonnsm Association) and 5t Kitts and Mevis {50 Kots and Mo
Dpartment of Tourisnn

A major Function al these bonrds s the prosslion of ceo-tounism. and e Warld Wide Wb has
presentid o now opportunity for Teaching milhons of perspective travellors A search of the Ledernet will
reveal numeraus sies, mehuding mady swvmated by wuazm boards in Caribbeeas comtoes. | lomepages
currently available e hede Demimica Onbos Ghirp Sdetplus.nelgate e thams: ied, Bahamasn. {stp i
wwrw? balamiasict convbil coohome iml). the Costa Raca ceo-tounsm pagy {hip. e enea.com!
specialiectourieml). and 1he S1 Kitts and Mevis eoi-foulism pags thitp s inturknowlede.s com?
sthints-nevi s ool Bun)



The cver-grawing aumber of gies placod on the [nternet by tourizm boards, and companics specializing
in eeo-lourism packages provides clear evidenee of the growang inlerest in this form of ravel. Careful
planning, as well as promation arc neccazary to reap the benefits of this industry, whibs safceuerding
the Fragbe coc-geztems thal draw the tounsts.

*Soarccs Tor this article.
Boo, Ehzabeth, Ecotounsm: The Pofoptials and Pufalls (2 valumes), World Wildhfe Fund, 1991

Linddberg, Kreg. Policies for Maximizing Marur; Towrism's Ecological and Econonue Eenefirs, World

I

Ecolowrizin Infarmation Sources
htip:#kaos.eringov.another_serversfetegory/Ecotourism.himl
This site is maintined by the Austradan Government, Envieonwnental Resources Information Netwark
{FRI™Y and has links to many different sourees of coutounsm information on the web. The ERIN
homepaim: alse has ufonnation on Australia’s Mational Ecotounsm Program.

Een Tourism [nternational {ET1)
htep:Aeatalog.comSkev/eti!
A LS, based comsorium whase 2um is (e help government planeers and business developers identify,
evaluate and implement succcssful ecotounism projects, and provide assistance in all phases of the
process. Thee gite featiwres over viows of the womgortium's fonnders and provides address and c-mail
comtact nformation
Eco-Source

Littp:!fe s w podi.comfecosource
This zite provides links 1o otier sco-relaled infonmation on the woell wids web, information o
coolourzm and the markelplive, coo-lourism careers, sootourism conforences and events, links to
ather cootounism information sources, and links to other types of arvironmental information.

Eco-tourism listsery
Frovides a forum for discussion cn cco-tourism and indusiry issucs. To subsenbe, send a message 1o
mnjordomodinewaurth. ol with & line that says subscribe csplorer. Mane informanon on thes [istser
can he found ar bop Sveew cesines O THERINFOTERE A 1996100 megIRHIR htm]

Greenmoney On-Line Uwige, Ecotourism Resources on 1he Web
hibtgya/ v ww, greenmoney con gmglecelaur_htm
Thiz sate, maintatnud by the Groenmoney Joummal thitp:#grecamoncy.canvindes hittr provides hoks to
refated Greenmenes Joumal Arocles, as well as articics and pusdes from other souress

Conservation International Ecolourizm Page
http:twww.conservalion orgiwebFIELDACT/C-C_PROG/Ecol.htm
Tlus page iz maintained by Conservadian Intemational. a aen-profit group bused in Washiagton, D.C.
and Features links te several gn-going costourismn mutiatves sponsorad by O o protote ecotourism anmd

arda T
provide [echincal assistancy

i pme.  INTERNET SITES ON ECO-TOURISM ) i
|f 5!* A few of manre sourcer e ehecrcipin: frifiwsnlioe o eoo-oHeri N
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Eo—n.fere«m o Eco-Tourism

Septessher 2223, 1997 - Fuernawtono! Conference fr Comext of Central and Eqstern Bwrope,
Ecenenirism - Balancing Suyicinainlity and Profitabilicy, Pacrm, Eslonia. - The Estonian Ecoteurist
Association (ESTECAS) Contagt; Conference Cormmitise, Estonian Ecotourism Association. P2, Box
4, EE-3600 Pasmu Estonia.

December 1518, 1997 — World Ecotour 97 - Workd Congrees & Exhibition ot Ecotoeriss, Rio
Dig langire, Brazit. This will be e largest world congress and exhibition on wurism and ccolaurism to
take plaot in Latin Aanerica between 1997 and 1998, Cadtacl: Mr. Rogeno Ruschel, e-mail
ruscheli@amcham com. br
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fF ISLANT RESOLR(ES FOUNDATION AND UNFP ANNOLNCL THESE PUBLICATIONS
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Envirupnpgnped §icand Preorce wi fladels, publisid by UMEF and (e Ineernshot | Latel oral Sooad o Assecipton  Far monc
inborrnadion o + obimin ohpics conlet Linited Sehans nvicenmcnosl Progeamme, 3843 s Andee Cilroes, T35739 Pas Cedene 15 -
France, Tolephong 33 (2144 37 [4 52 FAX- 3301534 37 §4 74, L-mail . ungpeicifurep. v
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Guidelines for Contributions to CARTBEEAN CURRENTS :
Ay g i ica or indevadual operaitan g er nrvehosd in the English and French -speiking Caabdwenn Regiom s welcome k2
ganteipuce t the newsloiier Cordn byt showdd be addecssed 10
Carritean Cuergsns Coordinaear
THFOTEREATSA
.5 Ervirnmmezanal Protection apenc
Headquaniers Librre_ 5414
400 W Sproce, 5 W
Washinpgion, O O, 20440
) LUNITENETATES
Telephone (2077 200534917 _Fus, (2021 2ed1-1923: E-muaril: librry-am fogersspe cpst | open oy
f Ploase ol Ut sabenigsions shaadd weey the leliosaag viiteria
' = Ther shoauld be relovand Lo ons iruanmes ilag 558
+ They wmsl be ol iterest woor deczelly involve 1he Fegien
« Thes st e endaorse or recamiuend ao producd or om s reial service, exphcitly o implicilly
= They mwst be brizl=-nnder 350 words: Bullelin Board requesis should B uader L wotds
= TEuy wnest e rogeesd b e posied deadhine [sﬂ: I low )
Plauss fecl free o contact Wie © oA a0 7ome-s1 e cooedinator i vog 206 mngrasred in Submitting i longe amclz Yow
shoanld contas i coongimtar 1o discuss yonr wpas aod fey 5 or content sesimciens beforcland - Be awars that ooce
wor irichs is submitied, s subje 1o sdining as needed. Final decisions ¢nediding and inclosion vl any coolribncions
©arelefl 1o the INFOTEREALISA Matager  Please coniag) INFOTERRAMUSA usimg U ncabress ahowe to coni nbule any
C AN 5 quessiinns, probloms. of s
: PEADLINE FORCOYTRIBEUTIING TOVaL 5, Ne, 52 June 11 1447 y
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Welcome to The Carisaeany Currents
Bulletin Board

Each issue, we will publish questions or concerns of interest to CURRENTS
readers.  Anyone wio has materials or information that they are seeking or
that they feet wiltl be helpful should feel free to contribuye,  We will post
queries and afferings of general interest on the Bulletin Board,  You may
respond by contacting the reader whe has placed the item, or the RSC

T

««- | Bulletin Board |
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DOCUMENTS L
AVAILABLE i? Infarmation Necded un

{Children' s Health

[NFOTERRA/ISA husfree capies

of the fisl lewing pabdications available. The next issue ofCaribbean € aerents will
focus onche issue ofchildren's. haalth and
IFyou wouid like copies of any of pratecting them remenvironmmentad threats.
these documents, please leus know Wewould beinterasted in receiving any
EP & Ntimal Buhlcatlans Catlag inf'c!rrnaiiun on pr::rjﬁctsh or sFudim nn.thj:c
October 1904 ! topicowrmently 1aking placeinthe regian.
Any repularcry o educational gides you
«  Technical Sup et Dicument can provide would alsebe greathy
Inte cruticmad Trainsng Workobiogy appreciated. Thesemalerials will alse e

Primcipbesol Eevicemimcnlal
Frforyenacii: Towriam
(EPAIN RSN

kept an file For the benefit of researchers
and visitoesto [INFOTERREA.

r LS Mesion Bordker XX Programe:
Sumwary of Bomastic Mectings. Please contact INFOTERRASLS A using
June [ the infrmaticn on page & 1Fyou can
privdde any assisiance Thank you for

Torequest copiesafthese
dercuments, jusLwTite 1o yoursuppon’
N FOEERIE AN TS A nsing the contag
Imirmalicm o page O

the Guidelines on page 4 for information on submitting items.

i " Send vour Bulletins to the RSC for publication in the next isgue. See

A
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About the NFP Directory

This directory reflecty chonges and additions ro the INFGTERRA Drreciury of Nutlotal Focal Painrs

disiribuited by INFOTENRRATTAC, dated Sameary 1997, Pleaxe check thix informaion ta verify that i is

cvrrecy and wp—to-date. I pow have airy changes o correchinns, pigase nofify the RN @y sorve os presdhle.
i W wild be haprow to ey the informoation 1o the PAC

NFP DIRECTORY

e

Mirs, Curdia Wilkdas

Conserveiinn QiMcer 1

Ministry of Tourisn, Culoe, and Eovirssmens
Cuicen Elizaberh Highwsy

&1, lahn's ’
ANTIGLA, WEST IMDIES

Teloplesas, (R A7 pn2 T FA K (R 40l - 24T

M rs. Lynn Halowusko

The Bahainag Envirgnment. scicnce & Toclhinol oy
Connmissk

Cffice ol the Prime Mlmisicr

P B OB 7RI

Massau

THEBAHAMAS

Tekephunc: 3 127100 FAN (RO 327-402060

r. Lioned boe

Pernuimg it Segrory (E wvitoa ment), Minigreol Tounsm
Incemaliamal Transpemaad ¢ he Laviroamgm

Eir Feank Whleorr Buddime, Colladen Rnd

Al Michael

HARBADDS

Telephome: (&9 1717080 FAX: [R407-H654

Tiumnwe Rellizry Wil lanmas o

Fisherics Depariment. i nesiey of Agrieultine and
Fizleries

Princess Muargarcl Drive, O B 1JE

BoliseCay

BELIZE, CEMNTRAL AMERICA

Teleplwaw: %00 -2ndd4232  FAX- MI1[-1-11U435

bz, Achion Lugayr

Foresiry and Wildlife Divisian

Munisiry ofAgreu lHare, Botimcal Gardeis

Roscau

DOAIN A, WEST IMNEMES

Teleploaw:. (R AI8-1001, 2x) LT FAXK: (30U HR-T0Y

hAr. Bhiconei v Bitel

Institie of Apphicd Scicike & Toslhnglogy

Resenrch Aczici . Tnforieadion Line

PO Box BUNSe, Universily Caonigae. Turkesg o
irearer Lamar el oy

GLUY ARA

Telephane: (542-22142 IA4H121215 FAX 11347120

4

M. Dalberg Clinsdy

Mimastere do; I Agriculiere oo des Ressoe o
Maurelles of du Cheve logpsime: w1 Bl
F.O.Box (441
Pom-au-Prince

HaMm

Telephanc: M- -2 18T FAX, HIN-1-2550

hds Yodandi M. killno

Hatral Huesownacs Conseridion Authonity

55 102 Moly s Bosd

P 01 R WIS

Kinpslon in

InhdAIC A WESTIRDIES

Teleplone: (HOW 2351554 125 FAk SRO0WILE-G(H0
Fanminil 1arcsaT e sbpc.org

b, [.onpard Hugeins

Envy rronmcntal ined Do clopment Qfficer. Planorn g,
it

Clwirlosionn. Py

ST KITTE AMIDNEYIS

Taleplonc: sk 45521 A% (ROr) die9-5435

hirs Vancsid Mascs-lulix

Govermiment Docanensilisl

MinistryalPlannune. Bevelepne i ged Enviconmeont
Psnl i ] Chogeetmer s inn Congcr

P.CY B WAk

Caslngs

AT LUCTA. WLEST IMLMES

Tebplone: (80Y) 452-20l 1 FAX: ALY E R et
Farbil 10 R er 1% ARG LT

Ry inmal Service Centre (RS

e 1, b ™Saqariur

INFOTEREAALLA

.5, Ervavrgratienial Prodocinan v
Headgwrte rs Libears, 3304

IO W B, 5. W

Waglingloq. [ ¢, 240l

UM|TROSTATES

Telephone: (20123 26414917 Fax | NIB200-3923
B =l litware-nfalz mase cpoamenl op, poy
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